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1. Surrogacy. The first surrogate pregnancy following IVF conception was reported in the USA in 

1985. 
1  Since then, many countries around the world have allowed surrogacy while others 

have not. 

2. Gestational surrogacy. This involves the 
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Links to other College statements 
 

Evidence-based medicine, obstetrics and gynaecology (C-Gen 15) 

 

Consent and provision of information to patients in Australia regarding proposed treatment (C-Gen 02a) 

 

Consent and provision of information to patients in New Zealand regarding proposed treatment 

(C-Gen 02b) 

Pre-pregnancy Counselling (C-Obs 3a) 

 

https://www.ranzcog.edu.au/�ۺ�Ů��_SITE/media/�ۺ�Ů��-MEDIA/Women%27s%20Health/Statement%20and%20guidelines/Clinical%20-%20General/Evidence-based-medicine%2C-Obstetrics-and-Gynaecology-(C-Gen-15)-Review-March-2016.pdf?ext=.pdf
/statements-guidelines/general/consent-provision-information-patient
/statements-guidelines/general/consent-and-provision-of-information-to-patients-i
/statements-guidelines/general/consent-and-provision-of-information-to-patients-i
https://www.ranzcog.edu.au/�ۺ�Ů��_SITE/media/�ۺ�Ů��-MEDIA/Women%27s%20Health/Statement%20and%20guidelines/Clinical%20-%20General/Consent-and-provision-of-information-NZ-(C-Gen-2b)-Review-March-2016.pdf?ext=.pdf
/statements-guidelines/obstetrics/pre-pregnancy-counselling-(c-obs-3a)
/statements-guidelines/obstetrics/routine-antenatal-assessment-in-the-absence-of-pre
:%20https:/www.ranzcog.edu.au/Womens-Health/Patient-Information-Guides/Patient-Information-Pamphlets
:%20https:/www.ranzcog.edu.au/Womens-Health/Patient-Information-Guides/Patient-Information-Pamphlets
:%20https:/www.ranzcog.edu.au/Womens-Health/Patient-Information-Guides/Patient-Information-Pamphlets
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Appendices 

Appendix A Women’s Health Committee Membership 
 
 

Name Position on Committee 

Professor Yee Leung Chair and Board Member 

Dr Gillian Gibson Deputy Chair, Gynaecology 

Dr Scott White Deputy Chair, Obstetrics 

Associate Professor Ian Pettigrew Member and EAC Representative 

Dr Kristy Milward Member and Councillor 

Dr Will Milford Member and Councillor 

Dr Frank O'Keeffe 
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Appendix B Overview of the development and review process for this statement 

i. Steps in developing and updating this statement 

This statement was originally developed in July 2011 and was most recently reviewed in 

February 2021. The Women’s Health Committee carried out the following steps in reviewing 

this statement: 

• Declarations of interest were sought from all members prior to reviewing this statement. 

• Structured clinical questions were developed and agreed upon. 

• An updated literature search to answer the clinical questions was undertaken. 

• At the February 2021 teleconference committee meeting, the existing consensus-

based recommendations were reviewed and updated (where appropriate) based on 

the available body of evidence and clinical expertise.  

 

ii. Declaration of interest process and management 

Declaring interests is essential in order to prevent any potential conflict between the private 

interests of members, and their duties as part of the Women’s Health Committee. 

A declaration of interest form specific to guidelines and statements was developed by RANZCOG 

and approved by the RANZCOG Board in September 2012. The Women’s Health Committee 

members were required to declare their relevant interests in writing on this form prior to 

participating in the review of this statement. 

Members were required to update their information as soon as they become aware of any 

changes to their interests and there was also a standing agenda item at each meeting where 

declarations of interest were called for and recorded as part of the meeting minutes. 

There were no significant real or perceived conflicts of interest that required management 

during the process of updating this statement. 
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Appendix C Full Disclaimer  

Purpose 

This Guideline has been developed to provide general advice to practitioners about women’s 
health issues concerning Surrogacy in Australia and New Zealand and should not be relied on as a 

substitute for proper assessment with respect to the particular circumstances of each case and 

the needs of any person. It is the responsibility of each practitioner to have regard to the 

particular circumstances of each case. 

 

Quality of information 

The information available in the Surrogacy in Australia and New Zealand is intended as a guide 

and provided for information purposes only. The information is based on the Australian and New 

Zealand context using the best available evidence and information at the time of preparation. 

While the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 


