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Written by Bessie Yuan 

 

Chasing sunset 
 

͚/͛ŵ�ƐĐĂƌĞĚ͕�^ĞĂŶ͛͘ 
 

͚/͛ŵ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ƐĐĂƌĞĚ͛͘ 
 

tĞ͛ƌĞ�ƐŝƚƚŝŶŐ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ͕�ƚǁŽ�ďĞƐƚ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ�ƐŝĚĞ�ďǇ�ƐŝĚĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƉ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐĞĂ�ŽĨ�ŐƌĞĞŶ�ŐƌĂƐƐ͘� 
 

The wind picks up, playfully toying with the multicoloured leaves of the massive oak tree 

ǁĞ͛ƌĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌ͕�ƐĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ƌŝƉƉůĞƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�ŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂů�ďůĂĚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ŐƌĂƐƐ͘� 
 

I watch her profile, the curve of her forehead, the smooth button nose, the straight teeth a 

splash of white as she bites down on the cherry red of her lips, the slender neck, down to 

the swell of her breasts, all silhouetted by the dying sunlight.  

 

The sunset; a painting of the nostalgic reds of a thousand experiences shared, the orange 

shades of a desperate wish to continue an uncertain journey and the yellows of an 

unpredictable path towards the future.  

 

If I tried hard enough, maybe I could see the individual cells, the capillaries, the veins that 

saw the blood that ran through her body. The faint outline of the abnormal growth of her 

ƚŝƐƐƵĞƐ͕�ŵĂŶŝĨĞƐƚŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�͚ůƵŵƉ͛͘�WĞƌŚĂƉƐ�/�ĐŽƵůĚ�ǁĂƚĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�͚ůƵŵƉ͛�ƐƉƌĞĂĚ͕�ƚŚƌŝǀŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ŝƚ�
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�ƌĞĂƐƚ�ĐĂŶĐĞƌ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĂďŶŽƌŵĂů�ŐƌŽǁƚŚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ǁŽŵĂŶ͛Ɛ�ďƌĞĂƐƚ�ƚŝƐƐƵĞ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƚĞŶƚŝĂů�ŽĨ�
spreading across the body. Breast cancer is treated through varied combinations of 

chemotherapy, surgery, radiotherapy and hormone treatments.  

 

It is the most common cancer in Australian women and the second most common cancer 

causing death. In 2018, there were approximately 18, 087 women diagnosed with breast 
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