
Page 1 of 4 

 

Written by Bessie Yuan 

 

Chasing sunset 
 

ΨLΩƳ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΣ {ŜŀƴΦΩ 
 

ΨLΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦΩ 
 

²ŜΩǊŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘǿƻ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǎƛŘŜ ōȅ ǎƛŘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜŀ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƎǊŀǎǎΦ  
 

The wind picks up, playfully toying with the multicoloured leaves of the massive oak tree 

ǿŜΩǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊΣ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǊƛǇǇƭŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ōƭŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǎǎΦ  
 

I watch her profile, the curve of her forehead, the smooth button nose, the straight teeth a 

splash of white as she bites down on the cherry red of her lips, the slender neck, down to 

the swell of her breasts, all silhouetted by the dying sunlight.  

 

The sunset; a painting of the nostalgic reds of a thousand experiences shared, the orange 

shades of a desperate wish to continue an uncertain journey and the yellows of an 

unpredictable path towards the future.  

 

If I tried hard enough, maybe I could see the individual cells, the capillaries, the veins that 

saw the blood that ran through her body. The faint outline of the abnormal growth of her 

ǘƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƭǳƳǇΩΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƭǳƳǇΩ ǎǇǊŜŀŘΣ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘ 
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.ǊŜŀǎǘ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀōƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ōǊŜŀǎǘ ǘƛǎǎǳŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ 
spreading across the body. Breast cancer is treated through varied combinations of 

chemotherapy, surgery, radiotherapy and hormone treatments.  

 

It is the most common cancer in Australian women and the second most common cancer 
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