
History of the Frank Forster Library  
 

The original Library was established in 
1954 with a donation of 20 rare 
antiquarian books from the RCOG in 



lift up sections or flaps.  Many of the 
illustrations have been found in earlier 
obstetric texts, and Spratt used these 
illustrations with layers of paper to create 

the ‘flap’ effect.  The Frank Forster 
Library  holds the 2nd edition (1837) and 
3rd edition (1841),  in two 
volumes. 
 
Pamphlet Collection 
 
The pamphlets (known as 
ephemera) collection 
provides a historic insight 
into the information 
supplied by drug companies, and likely 
prescribing patterns of the time. This type 
of ephemera is unique and rare, as the 
circulation life of these pamphlets was 
short, due to prescribing information 
being updated regularly.  
This collection also holds a unique 
subject area of sex instruction pamphlets 
of which many were collected by Frank 
Forster.   
 

Acquisition List – July 2010 to  
June 2011 
Evans, Susan. Endometriosis and pelvic 
pain. 2nd ed. Adelaide : Susan Evans, 
2009 
(Fellow of the College) 
 
Kitzinger, Sheila. The Politics of birth. 
Edinburgh : Elservier Butterworth 
Heinemann, 2005 
 
Musacchio, Jacquelie Marie. The art and 
ritual of childbirth in Renaissance Italy.  
New Haven : Yale University Press, 1999 

Nicolson, Benedict. The Treasures of the 
Foundling Hospital. Oxford : Clarendon 
Press, 1972 
 
Ojo, OA and Briggs, Enang Bassey. A 
textbook for midwives in the tropics. 
London; Arnold, 1982 
 
Peachey, George C. A memoir of 
William & John Hunter. Plymouth : 
William Brendon and Son Ltd. 1924 
 
Poynter, F.N.L. (Frederick Noël 
Lawrence), 1908-1979 (ed) The 
Evolution of hospitals in Britain. London: 
Pitman Medical Publishing Co. Ltd., 
1964 
 

Reiger, Kerreen M. Our 
bodies, our babies : the 
forgotten women’s 
movement. Melbourne : 
MUP, 2001 
 

Rousett, Francois.  Caesarean birth: the 
work of Francois Rousset in Renaissance 
France :  new treatise on 
hysterotomotokie or caesarien childbirth 
/ translated by 
 Ronald M Cyr and Thomas F Baskett.  
London :  RCOG,  2010 
 
Thom, Herbert. Our obstetric heritage: 
the story of safe childbirth. Hamden, 
Connecticut : The Shoestring Press Ltd, 
1960 
 
Trolle, Dyre The History of caesarean 
section. Copenhagen : C.A. Reitzel, 
1982 

Special Purchases 
 
Books of special interest 
purchased during the year 
were: 
 
Buchan, William. Advice to mothers, on 
the subject of their own health: and on 
the means of promoting the health, 
strength, and beauty, of their offspring . 
London, T Cadell and W. Davies, 1803 
 
Marcy, Henry O (Henry Orlando), 1837-
1924.  
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