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There are analogous situations where parents decide on medical procedures for a child 
that involve physical risk to the child, and where the intended benefits are primarily 
psychosocial. Cosmetic procedures are an obvious example – e.g. removal of skin lesions, 
pinning of ears, re-shaping of the skull. The psychosocial benefits (fitting in, not being 
subject to ridicule or exclusion) are often regarded as clearly worth the physical risks of the 
procedure. Obtaining bone marrow from one child for transplant to a sibling is another 
clear example of seeking psychosocial benefits (i.e. survival of a sibling) at the risk of 
physical distress and harm. Thus infant male circumcision is not ethically unique. Physical 
risk to children is sometimes tolerated for the sake of psychosocial benefit to them. For 
infant male circumcision, the issue is whether the risk/benefit ratio is within reasonable 
bounds, and hence able to be left to the discretion of parents. 
 
Some of the risks of circumcision are low in frequency but high in impact (death, loss of 
penis); others are higher in frequency but much lower in impact (infection, which can be 
treated quickly and effectively, with no lasting ill-effects). Low impact risks, when they are 
readily correctable, do not carry great ethical sig
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Three studies from African nations published in 2005 and 2007 provide convincing 
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